Student Assessment
Portfolios
A Guide to Understanding and Interpreting
the Contents of Assessment Portfolios

The purpose of our portfolios is to:
O Share the scope and sequence of instructional

units for the entire school year in all content areas
as well as the key teaching points and skills within
each unit

O Share students’ assessment documents with

families and explain their results within the context
of grade level standards and benchmarks

O Provide families with explicit information about how

to help their child make progress in all content
areas

By providing this information families will
know:
O What their child is being taught across the year
O How progress is being measured
O How individual assessment results fit within the

context of expectations and standards for children
in their grade
O Next steps for helping your child make progress

Your child’s portfolio will be
sent home 4 times a year:
O November - with report cards
O January - when promotion in doubt notifications are

made
O March - with reports cards
O May - prior to final report card distribution in June

You may ask to see your child’s portfolio at any time during
the course of the year.

The assessment documents will be sent home with
students in June with the exception of end of year
assessments. They will be passed along to the teacher of
your child’s next grade to use for beginning of the year
planning purposes.

Portfolio
Documents

At the beginning of you
child’s portfolio you’ll
find several documents:
A signature page to
document each time
you bring the portfolio
home for review

At the beginning of you
child’s portfolio you’ll
find several documents:
A place for you to
communicate
comments or questions
that you may have for
your child’s teacher
about the portfolio
contents and a place for
the teacher to respond
to those comments/
questions.

At the beginning of you
child’s portfolio you’ll
find several documents:
A page where the teacher
can communicate about the
Family’s Responsibilities
with regard to supporting
their child’s work at school.

At the beginning of you
child’s portfolio you’ll
find several documents:
An explanation of our 1,
2, 3, and 4 grading
range.

At the beginning of each
section you will find an
Overview
The Overviews
describe the concepts
and skills that will be
taught throughout the
year in reading,
writing, math, and
social studies.

Reading
Families typically interpret their child’s reading level as the level
that their child reads with accuracy. But being prepared to move
from one reading level to the next involves much more than your
child’s accuracy level alone. Other important components of
Reading Levels are:
O
O
O
O
O
O

Accuracy Rate
Self-Correction Ratio
Fluency Score
Reading Rate (WPM)
Comprehension Conversation Score
Writing About Reading Score

*All of these components together determine a child’s
independent reading level.

Components of the Independent Reading
Level Reading
Accuracy Rate
O This refers to how accurately the reader reads the text.
Self-Correction Ratio
O This refers to a reader’s ability to notice errors in their reading and
to correct them independently.
O For a reader to be possibly considered as a reader at a particular
level, this ratio must be high, meaning that the reader notices and
self corrects most errors independently.
Reading Rate
O This refers to the number of words that a reader reads correctly in
60 seconds.
O For a reader to be possibly considered as a reader at a particular
level the reader must be reading without extensive wait periods.

Components of the Independent Reading Level
Reading
Reading Fluency
O For a reader to be possibly considered as a reader at a particular
level the reader must read in large, meaningful word groups or
phrases; and read smoothly and with expression guided by the
author’s meaning and punctuation.
Comprehension Conversation
O For a reader to be possibly considered as a reader at a particular
level the reader must engage in a conversation with the teacher
immediately following the reading and speak with an excellent
understanding of the text. The conversation must include almost all
important facts as well as important ideas.
Writing About Reading
O For a reader to be possibly considered as a reader at a particular
level the reader must be able to communicate in drawing or writing
an excellent understanding of the text that includes almost all
important facts as well as important ideas.

Fountas and Pinnell
Summary Sheet
This document outlines how your
child is performing on running
record assessments. It gives you
a break down of their
performance on each
component used to determine
their independent reading level.

How can I use Reading Assessment Information
to Help my Child Make Progress?
Now that you have an understanding of how your
child’s reading level has been determined there are
documents in the portfolio that give you specific
information as to how to support your child’s progress.

Teacher’s College
(TC) Benchmark
Chart
This document outlines the
reading level expectations for
every grade K-5 at four separate
benchmark periods throughout
the year. This document allows
you to see where your child’s
reading level fits within the
context of readers on his/her
grade and beyond. You will be
able to see if your child is
exceeding or not yet meeting the
benchmark for students in the
grade at that time of the year as
well as how far they are from
those expectations.

Reading Level
Behaviors and
Expectations
The second document outlines
the specific skills/strategies and
reading behaviors readers every
reading level must master before
moving on to the next reading
level. Families can look ahead to
the next reading level beyond
their child’s current reading level
to understand which
skills/strategies and behaviors
the teacher is working on in class
so that they can support them at
home as they read with their
child.

Writing
O In the writing section of your child’s portfolio you’ll find 2

writing pieces with scoring rubrics attached to them.
O The rubrics are a continuum including the scores for the
grades before and after your child’s current grade. These
rubrics assess students against end of year expectations.
O Students receive a score of 1, 2, 3, and 4 on these rubrics.
These grades correlate to the grading explanations found at
the front of the portfolio.

How can I use writing assessment
information to help my child make
progress?
O Parents can look at their child’s pre unit assessment

to see which areas he/she needs to work on within
the unit. These will be the same areas that the
teacher will be focusing on during classroom
instruction.
O Parents can look at their child’s post unit assessment
to see which areas were not yet mastered within the
unit so that they can support their child’s writing at
home as they move into another unit of study.
O Parents can look at their child’s performance as
compared to the expectations for students on their
grade.

Math
O In the math section of your child’s portfolio you’ll find several

types of math assessments.
O Prerequisite Skills Assessment: This assessment is administered

to students to gather more information on how students are
performing on grade level standards from the previous year. This
assessment is not administered to all students and does not
contribute to your child’s math grade.
O Beginning of the Year Assessment: This assessment measures

how students are performing on grade level standards. This
assessment does not contribute to your child’s math grade . The
purpose of the BOY assessment is to provide a baseline to
measure progress towards meeting standards.

Math
O In the math section of your child’s portfolio you’ll find several

types of math assessments.
O Middle of the Year (MOY) Assessment: This assessment

measures the same skills and standards as the BOY assessment.
It is used to measure progress against the beginning of the year
benchmark. It is used for teachers
O End of the Year (EOY) Assessment: This assessment measures

the same skills and standards as the BOY and MOY assessments.
It is used to measure progress toward the end of year standards
for the grade. It is used to contribute to your child’s final math
grade.
O Unit Tests: These assessments are administered at the end of

each unit of study to determine mastery of unit content. They
contribute to your child’s report card math grades.

How can I use Math Assessment
Information to Help my Child Make
Progress?
How To Use The Item Analysis Chart
O
Look at your child’s Post Unit
Assessment piece and make note of the
items that are incorrect.
O
Refer to the chart and find those items.
O
Read the common errors associated
with each of the incorrect items.
O
Use the common error information to
help specifically target the
areas/concepts/skills that your child
has not mastered.
O
Provide additional practice for your child
in those areas/concepts/ skills as your
child’s classroom teacher is.
O
Ask your child’s teacher for assistance if
you aren’t sure how to support your
child at home.

Social Studies
O In this section of your child’s portfolio you

will find artifacts of your child’s work in
Social Studies along with the assessment
criteria used to determine your child’s Social
Studies grade. These vary from grade to
grade.

Questions and
Clarifications

