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Book Summary:  
Every Sunday after church, CJ and his grandma ride the bus across town. But today, CJ wonders why they 
don't own a car like his friend Colby. Why doesn’t he have an iPod like the boys on the bus? How come they 
always have to get off in the dirty part of town? Each question is met with an encouraging answer from 
grandma, who helps him see the beauty—and fun—in their routine and the world around them. 
 
Discussion Questions: 

● What is the "Last Stop on Market Street"? What are CJ and Nana doing there?  
● What is a soup kitchen? Who eats there? Is it fair if some people have food and others don’t? Why not? 
● Why do you think Nana volunteers at the soup kitchen? Does she gain anything by volunteering? 
● Is the work Nana and CJ do at the soup kitchen less valuable than other kinds of work because they 

don’t get paid? Why or why not? Why do people choose to volunteer? 
● Why is CJ upset at the beginning? How does his mood change throughout the story? Why? Notice how 

he goes from complaining to noticing beauty, but also from wanting things to appreciating people. 
● Finding beauty in unexpected places is something CJ notices in Nana's finding "beautiful where he 

never even thought to look.". What does it mean to say something or someone is beautiful? How would 
you define the word? What do people mean when they talk about "deeper beauty" or "inner beauty"? 
What are some examples from the book? What are some examples from your life? Can you think of a 
place that you find beauty in that is not normally considered beautiful? 

● While Nana's approach is certainly optimistic, she also acknowledges suffering and the importance of 
addressing it in that the trip is ultimately to feed the hungry. How do you know when to be grateful for 
what you do have and when to speak up when something isn't fair? How do you decide when to 
complain about something that's upsetting you and when to look on the bright side? Does it depend on 
who you're talking to? Can you force yourself to be grateful? 

● What are some of the differences between what people have/don’t have in the story? Is it fair that the 
boys have an ipod and CJ doesn’t? 

● Nana encourages CJ to stop complaining and to instead appreciate what he already has and the 
people around him. What is the difference between a ‘need’ and a ‘want’? What helps you to be more 
appreciative? Are there people in your life like Nana who usually look at the good in a situation? 

● Do you think Nana is happy? Why? Do we think people are usually happier if they have more things? 
What do we need to be happy? 

● Examine the illustrations for ways in which the illustrator has chosen different details for each character 
to make them individuals. What kinds of differences do we see between characters in the book? Do 
some people’s lives in the book seem better than others to you? 

● Discuss the progression in the story from CJ's fixation on the things he wants to the "last stop" where 
he finds the joy of giving. 

https://www.amazon.com/Matt-de-la-Pe%25C3%25B1a/e/B001IXRRQI?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1576245403&sr=8-1

