
2016-2017 Fifth Grade Overview: Social Studies 

Month(s) Unit Key Concepts 

“Students will know…” 

Key Skills 

“Students will be able to…” 

September/ 

October 

 

Geography ● Western Hemisphere can be located and represented 

using maps, globes, aerial and satellite photographs, 

and computer models 

● Geological processes shaped the physical 

environments of the W.H. (Ice Age, weather, wind, 

water) 

● The W.H. is divided into countries and regions 

● Continents, countries, and regions of the W.H. can be 

organized by physical, political, economic or cultural 

features 

● Political boundaries of the hemisphere change over 

time and place 

● The physical environment of the hemisphere 

influences and can be modified by human actions 

● Patterns of human settlement 

● Physical, political and specialized maps (climate, 

vegetation, population, land use and resource 

distribution) can represent human settlement and 

economic activity 

● Identify map features (key, legend, compass, 

symbols, scales, cartographic tools) 

● Identify types of maps and their purposes 

● Identify Hemispheres, continents, landforms on a 

map 

● Interpret a map: Draw logical conclusions based on 

the information provided 

● Identify landforms on a map  

October 

November 

December 

Westward 

Expansion: A 

New Nation 

Grows Up 

● The ideas, events and conflicts that faced the new 

nation 

● How the forces of expansion shaped the nation 

● How different groups were impacted 

● Conflicts that arose due to expansion 

● Identify the needs and wants of the new nation 

● Understand how those needs and wants lead to 

conflict between groups 

● Identify the troubles experienced in the new nation 

● Identify and analyze the perspective of conflicting 

groups 

● Discuss the results of the movement west 

January/ 

February 

The Civil War ● Reasons for conflict between North and South 

● Slavery and the Underground Railroad 

● Important battles in the war 

● The Gettysburg Address is a famous speech today 

● The positives and negative effects of Reconstruction 

as a period in our history 

● Compare and contrast the North and South in the 

areas of resources, populations, industry and ideas  

● Read about the various experiences slaves had and 

efforts individuals made toward freedom (Harriet 

Tubman, Sojourner Truth, Frederick Douglass) 

● Include important battles on a timeline of the Civil 

War 

● Listen to various recordings of the Gettysburg 

Address and analyze the elements that make it 

memorable 

● Analyze the acts and laws passed during 

Reconstruction and choose one to write about in 

terms of its effects on today’s society 

May Indigenous 

Populations 

and the Effect 

of 

Colonization  

● Discuss the cultures of the region 

● Develop a working knowledge of the daily life and 

religious practices of these people 

● Explore the relationship between geography of these 

people and its influence on the development of 

native societies. 

● Compare life in the colonies to that of the people in 

these native societies. 

● Identify the impact of colonization on indigenous  

cultures. 

● Develop an understanding and working knowledge of 

the daily life and practices of the indigenous people, 

comparing the contributions of each to the region 

● Study a map of where indigenous populations lived in 

Latin America and present-day Canada 

● Read a book about indigenous populations in Canada 

and Latin America: 

● Place key events on a timeline for each region 

studied 

● Learn about major events and important people of 

the period through centers (Map, Photo, Biography, 

Cause and Effect) 

● Identify colonizing countries on a map of the western 

hemisphere 

● Research independently to learn and teach about the 

indigenous cultures in -Latin America and present-



● Explore the relationship between the Geography of 

Latin America and Canada and its influence on the 

development of the native societies. 

● Understand how conquistadors came to Latin 

America to claim land for Spain and Portugal. 

● Recognize factors that led to the revolution in Latin 

America and Canada 

● Discuss events in North America and Europe that 

influenced the revolutions in Latin America and 

Canada 

● Analyze which factor was most influential in bringing 

about change in these regions 

day Canada 

● Compare two populations within the time period and 

name how they affected the current culture of that 

place OR respond to an open-ended question: which 

of the colonizing forces was most significant? 

 

June 

The Western 

Hemisphere 

Today 

(Current Event 

Research 

Projects) 

● Readers will integrate understandings of research 

strategies and processes from across 4th and 5th 

grade units to develop and produce a research 

project on a current event independently. 

● Develop a text set of resources using what they know 

about author’s purpose 

●  Research and take notes to understand the major 

points of the topic as well as perspectives on those 

points 

● Develop personal view-point on the topic as a result 

of researching varied sources 

● Develop categories of information in order to teach 

an audience 

● Select a genre appropriate to the topic and 

information in order to present understandings to an 

audience 

  


