
2016-2017  1st Grade Overview: Reading 

Month(s) Unit Key Concepts 
“Students will know…” 

Key Skills 
“Students will be able to…” 

September/
October 

Readers Build 
Good Habits 

● Readers will read smoothly, stamina will 
increase throughout the course of the unit 
and Readers will read with fluency. 

● Readers will learn to make pictures in their 
minds and show their understanding of the 
story. 

● Readers will learn partnership routines and 
strategies.   

● Readers will reread for different purposes. 
● Readers phrase and scoop to read smoothly. 
● Readers warm up and preview their books. 
● Readers have strategies for solving new 

words. 

● Retell a story in sequence including key 

details and events. 

● Use strategies to warm-up their brains for a 

text. 

● Identify the strategies they use to warm-up 

for a text. 

● Demonstrate the “picture in their mind” as 

they read. 

● Work in partnerships to improve their 

reading. 

● Talk about a text with their partner after 

reading. 

● Identify key events over minor details. 

● Pick a strategy to solve and tricky word. 

● Identify the reason for rereading. 

October/ 
November 

Word Detectives 
Use All They 

Know to Solve 
Words 

● Readers will learn strategies for difficult and 
unknown words. 

● Readers will make sure that their reading 
makes sense as they read. 

● Readers will think about how each page fits 
with the rest of the book.  

● Readers will work with partners to use the 
strategies they’ve learned to read better. 

● Draw on knowledge of both short and long 
vowels, digraphs and blends and common 
vowel combinations when reading and 
writing increasingly difficult texts. 

● Re-tell stories including key details. 
● Read with increasing accuracy and fluency. 
● Use known words to figure out new words. 

November/ 
December 

Learning About 
the World by 

Reading 

● Readers will develop strategies to read 
informational books. 

● Readers will learn strategies to figure out 
new and important words that relate to 
informational topics.  

● Readers will ways to think about 
informational books before, during and after 
reading to gain information about a topic. 

● Readers will learn new ways to study 
nonfiction books to learn as much as they 
can from the pictures and the words. 

● Readers will work with partners to teach 
each other the big ideas of their books.  

● Preview nonfiction texts – and tap into prior 
knowledge prior to reading. 

● Use text features to better understand 
nonfiction texts and problem solve. 

● Use post-its to jot down questions about 
their reading. 

● Make connections across texts and to a 
personal experience. 

● Work with a partner to learn new 
information and problem solve. 

● Post-it unknown words and use context clues 
and other word attack strategies to problem 
solve. 

January/ 
February 

Readers Get to 
Know Characters 

by Performing 
Their Books  

And  
Meeting 

Characters and 
Learning Life 

Lessons 

● Readers will get to know the characters in 
their books by noticing who they are, what 
they do, how they act, how they feel and 
what they learn.  

● Readers will learn to re-read to be sure they 
are not missing important clues about who 
the characters are, feel and act, and if they 
change.  

● Readers will try out different ways of reading 
text, to see which sounds best. 

● Readers will work with partners and 
character-based clubs to find and discuss 
traits, feelings, and changes, and pick the 
best ways to perform their mini-plays. 
● Readers will locate important parts, 
and predict what will happen next.  

• Identify main and minor characters. 
• Identify setting. 
• Retell the events of a story following the 
path of the main character.  
• Describe character feelings and changes. 
• Make a statement about a character’s trait 
and identify an event that supports their claim. 
• Jot/sketch character 
thoughts/feelings/reactions via read aloud 
texts or other media. 

● In groups, act out chosen character 
texts, focusing on select words and 
interpretations. 

• Self monitor. 
• Read with stamina and volume. 
• Read with fluency and expression. 



● Readers will “become” the character, 
by studying their feelings, author’s clues, and 
relationships with others. 
● Readers will learn to pay attention to 
how their characters change and if they have 
learned a lesson. 
● Readers will compare characters 
similarities and differences. First graders will 
learn to have deeper ideas about the 
characters in the books they read. 
● Readers will learn to bring their 
characters to life by re-reading using smooth 
storytelling voices that bring out characters 
thoughts and feelings.  
● Readers will read, think and write 
about important parts to have better 
conversations with partners.  
● Readers will use all they learned to 
help them perform and dramatize character 
texts. 

• Re-read tricky parts they have figured out. 
•Retell story using structure and important 
details.  
● With prompting and support, name 
the lesson a character has learned. 
● Identify character feelings, how they 
speak, and the changes they go through. 
• With prompting and support, name a 
generalized lesson that you can learn.  
● Form an opinion about their 
character books and recommend to others. 
• Create different character voices. 
• Read dialogue in special voices.  
● Perform reading to deeply 
comprehend books. 

February/ 
April 

Readers Have 
Big Jobs to Do:  

Fluency, 
Phonics, and 

Comprehension   

● Readers will practice using strategies they 
know to figure out hard parts.  

● Readers will learn to notice when their 
reading doesn’t make sense, or sound right, 
and then fix up those parts so they sound 
better. 

● Readers will help each other fix up and 
understand hard parts of books.  

● Readers will learn to pick out interesting 
parts to share with their partners.  

• Read with stamina and volume. 
• Choose from a variety of strategies to figure 
out tricky words on their own. 
• Use context clues to make meaning of tricky 
words. 
• Self monitor, and reread parts that don’t 
make sense or they don’t understand. 
• Perform reading to improve fluency. 

April/May Reading 
Nonfiction Cover 

to Cover:  
Nonfiction Book 

Clubs  

●  Readers read to learn new information, and 
read with explaining voices. 

● Readers check-in with themselves, to think 
about what they’re reading.   

● Readers think about how to book is 
organized and specific features. 

● Readers will note important words, to better 
understand.  

● Readers ask themselves 5W questions while 
reading.   

● Readers think about, “How does this all 
connect?” 

● Readers will read and discuss common 
interests in groups, and come read to share.   

● Reader make connections while they read 
similar topic books. 

● Readers think beyond what the text tells 
them, and explain why the topic is 
important.   

● Readers compare and contrast parts of 
similar topic books, and explain reasoning.  

● Readers look for patterns in how topic books 
are written.   

● Readers will connect their ideas to text 
evidence. 

● Explain what they learned in a nonfiction 
text, using text details. 

● Connect ideas, and describe the central idea. 
● Describe what the author is trying to teach 

their readers. 
● Use text features to refer to new ideas. 
● Post-it important words, to help find their 

meaning. 
● Use text details to help learn meaning of 

new words. 
● Collaborate and discuss ideas or questions 

about their topic books, and engage in 
deeper nonfiction-based discussions. 

● Use questions to further their knowledge, 
and answer their own questions. 

● Tell others why the topic text is important. 
● Connect ideas in topic books, or identify 

differences. 
● Compare text features and patterns in 

books, and how it teaches the information. 
● Make claims and share new information, 

referring to the text for support. 
● Synthesize information.   
● Check new information for validity by cross 

checking various sources 

June Choice Reading 
Clubs and 2nd 
Grade Study 

● How to compare and contrast the 
adventures of characters across 
multiple texts. 

● Make comparisons in their texts, both 
fiction and nonfiction. 

● Apply decoding and fluency strategies 



Groups ● How to compare and contrast 
nonfiction texts on similar topics. 

● Strategies from 1st grade to apply to 
their current text 

to self-assess their own needs and 
improve upon their practice. 

  


