
PS 39 Diversity and Inclusion Book of the Month: November 
Theme: Native American History 

 
 
 
Book Title:  Saltypie: A Choctaw Journey from Darkness into Light 

by Tim Tingle 
 
Grade Level: 4th / 5th 
 
Discuss: 

● How do the illustrations help you to understand the story? Where and when is the 
story set? What do they tell you about this family? 

● What do you think the title means? 
● Why did the little boy (Tim Tingle’s father) call the blood ‘saltypie’? 
● What did the word ‘saltypie’ come to mean in this family? 
● How would you describe the boy’s relationship with Mawmaw and the rest of his 

family? What is Mawmaw’s role in the family? 
● What did Tim discover about Mawmaw when he was six years old? 
● How did her footfalls influence him/them? 
● Why do you think the boy threw the stone at Mawmaw when she was younger? 

Why wouldn’t Mawmaw let Pawpaw try to find out who did it? 
● Tim Tingle’s family shared stories of Mawmaw’s life -- noting that she “had a hard 

life, but she’s happy now”. What hardships did she endure that made her strong? 
Were many or all of the difficulties due to stereotypes about Native people? 

● What did you know about the Choctaw people before reading this book? Did 
reading this book help you to understand the stereotypes regarding clothing, 
housing, etc. that are often applied to Native people? 

● In the section “How Much Can We Tell Them?” found at the end of the book, Tim 
Tingle asks that the reader answer the question “What do Indians wear?”. How 
might you have answered this question prior to reading this book? 

● Why do you think Tim Tingle wrote this book? What did he want the reader to 
take away from the story? 

 
 
 
 
 
 


