
2016-2017 4th Grade Overview: Social Studies 
Month(s) Unit Key Concepts 

“Students will know…” 
Key Skills 

“Students will be able to…” 

September-
October 

The Geography 
of New York 

State 

 

 There are many types of maps and 
they have different purposes 

 How to read a map using legends, 
symbols and scales 

 The geographic features of regions 
of New York State 

 How geography affects where and 
why people settle 

 How to compare and contrast 
regions within New York state 

  

 Describe the purposes of different 
kinds of maps 

 Read a map using legends, symbols 
and scales. 

 Construct a map of New York State 
that included key cities, bordering 
states, and physical geographic 
features 

 Discuss how geography affects 
where and why people settle 

 Compare and contrast regions 
within New York state 

  

November-
January 

Native 
Americans: 

First 
Inhabitants of 

New York 
State 

 The major Native American groups 
in New York State 

 The geographic features that 
influence their location 

 The role of climate, environment, 
animals and natural resources in the 
development of Native American 
cultures 

 How the Native American groups 
were organized and governed 

 The ways of lifer, customs, beliefs 
and values of Native Americans 

 

 Compare the Algonquians and the 
Iroquois using Venn diagrams and T-
charts 

 Make a map showing the location of 
the Algonquians and the Iroquois 

 Research and take notes on the 
Algonquians and the Iroquois 

 Construct a book that compares the 
Algonquians and the Iroquois 

 Make an artifact that shows 
understanding of the life, customs or 
beliefs of these two groups 

February-
March 

 
 

Colonial Life  Why Europeans chose to settle 
in New York 

 The relationship between 
explorers and Native Americans 

 Differences between life in 
Colonial New York and today 

 Significant discoveries from 
European explorers 

 The role of men, women and 
children during the Colonial time 
period 

 Discuss why Europeans chose to 
settle in New York 

 Explain the relationship 
between explorers and Native 
Americans 

 Describe differences between 
life in Colonial New York and 
today 

 Name significant discoveries 
from European explorers 

 Explain the role of men, women and        
children during the Colonial time 
period 

April-June The American 
Revolution 

 The causes of The American 
Revolution 

 The complex issues people in the 
colonies faced at the time of the 
Revolutionary War.  

 Different points of view held at the 
time of the Revolutionary War. 

 Explain the causes of the American 
Revolution 

 Discuss the complex issues people in 
the colonies faced at the time of the 
American Revolution 

 Describe the different points of view 
held in the colonies at the time of 
the American Revolution  



 
 


